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AUSTIN SAVAGE WAS BORN THE YOUNGEST

of four in Sierra Vista, Arizona, in 2OO2.He
fell ill with pneumonia at one week of age,and
landed in a hospital incubator.After he came
home,he cried inconsolably,threwup his food,
"I'd raised three
and barely gained weight.
other healthy children," saysKelly Savage,his
mother. "I knew something was wrong."

"The
despite damageto liver and kidneys that might result.
doctors had no answers,"saysKelly Savage,who worried that
her baby might die. One doctor arrangedfor Austin to enter
Fortworth's famedCook Children'sHospital in March2oo4.
Alone in the room with him, Kelly noticed an air bubble blocking his feedingtube, trapping gasin his stomach and preventingformulafrom gettingthrough.Sensingherbaby'spain,she
sucked out an ounce offormula and the trapped air bubble
beneath. "I planned to replace the ounce later," she states.
But shewould neverget the chance.Already suspectinthe
eyesofher new doctor, she'dbeen placed in a hospital room
"proof." Based
wired for surveillance,and now her accuserhad
on the video, the doctor charged, it was clear Kelly was stealingAustin's food, intentionally starvinghim becauseshecraved
the excitement of hospitals.Kelly Savagemight haveevenkilled
Austin, allinpursuitofabizarreform ofchild abusecalledMunchausenby proxy (MBP), in which a parent-almost always a
mother-exaggerates a child's symptomsor actuallyinduces
illness so shecanswoop into the rescue,therebygainingattention and a specialbondwiththe child's M.D.
Thatvery day child protective servicesarrived to takeAustin
and his siblings into custody.In foster care,Austin refused to
eat,stayedbloated, and had explosionsof diarrhea. Finallythe
children, evenAustin,wereallowedto comehomeonlyifKelly stayed away.With Austin's health at the precipice and her
family ripped apart, she lived at a hotel and studied medical
"r
records,preparing for her day in court. swappedwith my
friends from church. I watched their children and they watched
mine so myhusband couldgo to work."
The Savagetrial, in May2OO4,lastedjusttwo days.After expert
witnessescombedthrough the medicalrecords,dismantlingthe
caseagainsther, Kelly Savagewas finallyfully exonerated in Jan"We were too scared
uary 2005. "It was a nightmare," she says.
to take any ofour childrento the doctor until2006."
A CONTROVERSIAL

SYNDROME

THE VERY IDEA OF MBP IS DIFFICULT TO GRASP.CHILD ABUSE'

Thatsomemothofcourse,is asadbutwell-knownoccurrence.
is
ers abusechildren by poisoning or starving beyond refute.
But in Munchausenbyproxy,hundredsofwomen ayearinthe
U.S.alone are said to knowinglyfabricate or induce illnessin
their children to garner a doctor's love.Whether the physician
While her husband,Buddy,stayedback in SierraVista,Kelly is male or female doesn't matter, sayspsychiatrist HerbertA.
and the kids left for T\rcson,where a top-notch medical center Schreierof Children'sHospital Oaklandin California and cocoulddrill down.Soontheyfoundtheproblem:acaseofacidreflux author, with Judith Libow, of the influential book Frurf ingfor
soseverethat doctorssaidAustin mustbefeelingpain equivalent Love."'Ihese mothers are seekinga reparative relationship
to a heart attack.Sobegana marathon ofsurgery feedingtubes becausethey felt they weren't valued in their family of origini'
Schreierstates."The mother becomesa'perfect' mother in a
and specialformulas."Itwas scary,"Savagesays.
Then Buddy got a job near a major hospital in Fort Worth, perverse,fantasized relationship with a symbolically powerTexas,enabling the family to be together, at last. Little Austin ful physician." This motivation, he believes,is what differenarrivedwith a mountain of medicalrecords.By then 9 months tiates MBP from ordinary medical abuse causedby anger,
ofage,"he had constant,waterydiarrhea andweighed asmuch incompetenceor neglect.
Given the abundanceofaccusationson the one hand and
asa 3-month-old.You could seeeverybone in his bodyi' Kelly
the outright strangenessof the syndrome on the other, MBP
Savagerecalls.
reachedout to local doctors,even- hasbecomeone of the most hotly contestedpsychiatricdiagDesperate,the Savages
tually requesting that nutrients be delivered intravenously, nosesin the country. On one side ofthe debate are psychia82 Psychofogy Today September/October 2OO7
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trists,psychologists,and plenty of socialserwiceagencieswho
say these casesoccur regularly. They route them out when
children are absentfrom school,or where mothers frequently changedoctors or move."Most casesgo unrecognized,,,
saysUniversity ofAlabama psychiatry professorMarc D. Feldman, author of Playing Sick,who's popularized MBp in the
medicalpress."Perpetratorshaveborderline personalitydisordersand maladaptivewaysofhandlingstress,"he contends.
"They have a hazy sense
ofidentity, and compensateby creatingthe personaof mother of the year."
Onthe other sideofthe argumentarewrongly accusedmothers and the experts who have analyzedtheir cases,fightingfor
them in court. "I haveseenmothers accusedof MBP simply
becausephysiciansdisagreedaboutthe medicalmanagement
oftheir child," saysPortland psychologistLoren Pankratzof
OregonHealth & ScienceUniversity.An authority on the psychologyof deceptionand author of the bookpatientsWho
D eceive,PankratzcallsMBP "vastlyoverdiagnosed."
"There's virtually no empirical
evidencethat it exists as
a syndrome,"statesNew Hampshire psychologistEric G.
Mart, who has deconstructedthe theory in the book Munchausen'sSyndromeby Proxy Reconsidered.,'Controlledand
blinded studies havenever been done."
The controversypits doctors againstmothers-an ironygivPhotosraph by DAVIS TURNER FOR GETTY TMAGES

RUNAWAY:Mimi Reiser,
16,lefthomeandmarried
y oungratherthanbeforciblyseparated
from hermother,
Terri,whowasaccuse
d of harmingher.
en that the crux of the theory is the mother's desirefor physicians'approvaland nurturance.A changingzeitgeistfuels the
dispute.Patientempowerment,dissatisfactionwithmanaged
health care,and the intensified faceof motherhood conspire
to escalatestandoffsbetweenthe medical establishmentand
parents.Assertive,demanding,and well-informed, mothers
increasinglychallengedoctorsasa matter ofcourse.
When a child stayssick and no one hasan answer,relationshipscanturn sour,evenadversarial."Mothers who arguewith
doctorsor seemchallenginghavebeenaccused,"Pankratzsays,
"ashavethosewith childrenwho arehard to diagnose
ortreat.
Sincemothers with chronically ill children usually havevery
strongviews about treatment, there's ahuge pool of candidates
at risk."
BRITISH BACKLASH
THE MUNCHAUSEN BY PROXY STORY STARTS ACROSSTHE

Atlantic, where British physicianRichard Asher describeda
group ofwanderers who trekked from hospital to hospital fabricating complaints.In 1951Asher namedthe condition MunSeptember/October 2O07 Psychology Today 83

chausensyndrome after Baron von Munchausen, whose travel and military adventuresspawneda seriesof fabulist tales.
It wasn't until t977 that theBritish pediatrician Roy Meadow, writing in the journal TheLancet,identified mothers he
saidwere causingorfabricatingtheir children,sillnesses.The
mothers were coldly and intentionally using the children as
"proxies,"he theorized,
takingthemto doctors togetthe attention they themselves craved.
People found it hard to believe this argument until Meadow's pediatric colleague,David Southall,videotaped suspects,
unbeknownstto them. The most shockingSouthalltapeshowed
a woman smotheringherbabywith a pieceofplastic wrap, then
runningoutto summondoctorswheneverhis breathingstopped.
Though some of the tapeswere later questioned,and suspects
including the woman who smothered her baby were actually
psychotic, here at last was evidenceof mothers doing harm.
Meadow and Southall later spent decadeson the Munchausenscene,examining patient records,then using statistics, video surveillance, and the "separation test,,-in which a
child is removed from a suspect parent and monitored for
improvement-to identifii MBP perpetratorsand testifii against
them in court. To bolster caseswhen evidencewas slim, they
brandished a profile of the classicperpetrator-a seemingly
caring mother with great knowledge of medicine,especially
84 Psychofogy Today September/October 2OO7

CAN 15DOCTORSBEWRONG?RonandMannieTaimutyLoomiswereaccused
of sickening
Ezra,10(center)and Symia,
4 (at right).Adia.8,isat left.
the illness at hand, who cultivated doctors, and was intensely
involved in her child's care.Thousandsof sick British children
whosemothersfitthe profile were removedfromtheirhomes
over the courseof25 years.
One mother caught in the frenzy, attorney Sally Clark, lost
two children to suddeninfant death slmdromeinlgg6 andlggT.
AfterRoyMeadowtestifiedthatthe chanceoftwo such deaths
was 73million to one,Clark was convictedof murder and sentencedto life in jail. But Meadow'scalculationswere wronghe'd literally made mistakesin math. The correct statistic was
2OOto one,aworld of differenceto the court.
When Clarkwonher appealin2OO3,itwas asiftheblinders
cameoff in GreatBritain. Excoriated for skewedstatistics and the
by-then discreditedprofile (mothers of genuinely sick children
are often intensely involved in their children's care), Meadow
almost lost his medical licenseand soon after,retired. Southall
too cameunder fire after accusingClark,shusband,Stephen,of
smotheringhissons.The accusationwasbased
onnomorethan
Southall'simpressionof Stephenon TV.
For months,storiesofwrongly accusedparentsrangthrough
P h o t o s r a p hb y J E F F S W E N S E N F O R G E T T Y T M A G E S

theBritishtabloids.Thiswasjunk science,
membersof Parlia- changedwhen hermother learned Bree hadbeen named after
mentandtheBritishmedicalestablishment
ultimatelvdeclared. her father'schildhood crush.
AMERICAN LANDING
BRITAIN,S MBP-BACKLASH NOTwITHSTANDING,

THE DIAGNo-

sis is flourishing in the U.S.One caseconsideredclassicby Herbert Schreieris that of Coral Gables,Florida,mother KathyBush.
Her daughter,Jennifer,spent640 daysin the hospitalandunderwent 40 operations,including removalofher gallbladder,appendix, andpartsofherintestine,from ages2through g.Asthetirei
I
t
_t
I

lessadvocatefor achronically ill child, Bush appearedwith Hillary
Clinton in her quest for health-care reform-before being convicted of making Jennifer sickby infectingher feedingtubesand
givingher damagingdrugsin 1999.Sheservedthreeyearsinjail.
Bushhasalwaysmaintainedher innocence,but Schreierisn't
impressed.He seesBush and other suchmothersasimpostors
devoid of feeling for their children. "The purpose is not to kill
the child but to keepher sick,sothat the mother canbe in a relationship with the doctor, who would recognize her devotion,
knowledge,and sacrifice,"he states.As forthe doctors,Schreier
saysthey're routinely fooled by Munchausen mothers, "who
maybe issuingadare,achallengeofwho canoutsmartwhom."
No one has done more in recent yearsto ringthe alarm than
Louisa J. Lasher,a former child protection worker from Georgianow runningthe only forensicservicedevotedexclusivelyto
MBP. Shefirst learned of it, she says,when a mother she investigatedmadeher daughterappearill bypaintingher pantieswith
procedures.SoonLasherwas runblood,leadingto unnecessa-ry
ningworkshops and training others
to lookfor signs.
Today, when child protection
agencieswant to train caseworkers,
theyturn to Lasher.With her slide
show,videos,and experiential exercises,she'staught thousandsof case
workers in dozens of states her
investigative techniques and views
on MBP.When ajurisdiction thinks
it's dealing with a perpetrator, they
recruit Lasherasexpert witness.In
a typical week, she fields dozensof
e-mails and calls, and during any given month she'sflying
around the country, testifying in court.
"Becausetheyrarelyadmitto their actsand denyanywrongdoing they aregenerallyincurable,"Lasher says."So I've never
recommendedreunification in agenuineMBP case."
Whether due to extreme stigmaor the rarityofthe phenomenon,few self-identified victims ever speakout. "They arevery
vulnerableto public attention sincethis kind ofpublicityisgpical ofthe kind ofvictimization they experienced,"explainsHarvard psychologistCatherineAyoub.
Thosecomingforward, moreover,don'tnecessarilyhavetales
asneator paradigmaticasthe classicdefinition ofthe s5,ndrome
might suggest.Bree, now 29,saysher mother withheld crucial
antibiotics asan infant, causingher to remain perpetually sick.
Her health stabilized during childhood, but then, at age12,it all

From that point on,Breesays,shecould tastethe sickly sweet
flavor of purple gum-it turned out to be the emetic ipecac-in
food her mother preparedfor her.After suchmealsBreesuffered
uncontrollablevomiting and dehydration,eventuallybecoming
so impaired that she often missedschool and was confined to a
wheelchair."It was alwaysworse in March, aroundmom'sbirthday,"Breerecalls.
Shewas almostlB when doctorsfound toxic levelsofthe antiseizuremedicineDepakotein herblood, despitetheir explicit
orders to stop that treatment. The police were called and Bree
was carted offto a foster home. 'At first I didn't believe ig and I
wanted to get back to Mom." But a new,loving family and yearsof
therapyhavehelpedher recoverand convincedher ofthe abuse.
"I was never sick after I left Mom," Bree says.Bree's mother
appearedto be punishing her for the perceived transgressions
of her fatheqbut shealsobaskedin the attention that a sick child
conferred onher, Breesaystoday.
Another survivor,Lauren-nother real name-is now 40.Her
violent mother had longbeaten her. Then shebegangiving ipecac
and paregoric to Lauren and other children while baby-sitting,
regularly causingthemto throwup. "I knewwhat shewas doing,
and I was furiousj' saysLauren, "but shesaid shewould kill me
ifltoldi' Themedical abusestoppedayearlater,whenapharmacist refused to refill the prescriptions. "Then the beatings
increased,"Lauren recalls,Now aclinical socialworker,Lauren
reflects:"My motherfelt shehad no familyor support,thoughshe

..I

WAS NEVER SICKAFTER I
LEFT MOM;' SAYSONE WOMAN WHO
WASABUSED BY HER MOTHER,
AND RECAILS THAT SHE WAS MOST
ILL EVERYMARCH, HER
MOTHER'SBIRTHMONTH.
did. No matter how much was done for her, it was never enough."
Lauren saysthat despite all her education and sophisticated understandingofabuse,she remained afraid to speakout
until hermotherdied of amassiveheart attackin20O2."There
is fear of notbeingbelieved and fear of retaliationbythe abuser,"
shesays.Both women now maintain limited contact with their
families of origin.
FALSE ALLEGATIONS
DESPITE ALL THE THEORIES AND PROSECUTIONS-DESPITE

reports of abusebychildren now grown -Munchausenbyproxy
hasneverbeenembracedasaformal diagnosisbytheAmerican
PsychiatricAssociationin its diagnosticbible, the DSM-fV Not
yet a proven entity,the syndromeis a theory waiting for research
to validateit asreal.
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Even if Schreier's theories on motivation are eventually
borne out in studies,the problem offalse accusationswill persist.In caseafter case,families with complex medical histories havebeen stripped oftheir children and left to fight for
custody in court.
Onesuchmother is Mannie Taimuty-Loomis,whoseson,Jonah, had cerebralpalsy and was mentally retarded and blind. He
diedofheartfailureatage3 in200l.Afterhis death,doctorssuggestedhe'd suffered mitochondrial disease,in which the cell's
energyfactories malfunction, causinga wide array of ills. Moving on that hunch, they finally diagnosedthe condition through
amusclebiopsyperformedon Jonah'solderbrother,Ezr4who,
like their younger sisterSymia,had beensick from birth.
Mannie and her husband,Ron,who wastrainingfor the ministry founded the nonprofit Jonah &theWhale Foundationto

ease.Theywere skepticalofthe diagnosis.When Terri camein
to confirmit, shewaslabeledsuspectaswell. Mimiwas released
from the hospital,but doctors had called authorities. Terri was
brainwashingMimi, theycharged,by convincingher shehad
L1.rnedisease.The phraseMunchausenbyproxywaswritten into
the medical record, and an investigationlaunched.
When alawyer called to warn that CatawbaCounty agents
could be on their way right then, Mimi slipped out the back
door. First she said good-byeto her beloved horse,then she
wentdownthe road.Terrified theywould pull herLyme treatment and lock her away for years,Mimi simply disappeared,
contactingTerrijust sporadicallyto let her know shewas safe.
InMay2OOT,havingturned16,Mimi foundthe onlyout available to her: Shemarried her boyfriend, ending the dominion
of the state.Mimi was declared emancioated.and the casewas
dropped in June.
"We had so manylosses,"Mimi
says.She'sparticularly saddenedby
the death ofher horse'sfoal. "She
wouldn't havedied if I'd beenthere,"
shereflects.
"Marriage at 16 is not what I
wanted for her, but it was our only
choice," saysTerri, who's invited
Mimi and her new husband to live
as a family in her home. "We're tryingto rebuild our lives,but moving
past it is so hard. I knowbad things

MUNCHAUSBN MAYBE DREDGED UP
TO SCAPEGOATMOTHERS WHEN
DOCTORSDON'T HAVE ANSWERS.
INSTEAD OF DIAGNOSING THE CHILD
WITH A DISEASE, THEY DIAGNOSE
THE PARENTWITHACRTME.
help other parentsof the chronically ill. They alsobrought Ezra
and Symiato top medical experts,who agreedthe children had
mitochondrialdiseaseandtreatedbothaggressively.
Despitethat,
theybecamesoill they too seemedheadedtoward certain death.
It was a resident at Pittsburgh's Mercy Hospital who blew
thewhistle in2004. As the headof an organizationfor specialneedsfamilies, Mannie fitthe typical MBP-parentprofile, after
all, and the resident didn't believe her children were truly sick.
Child protectiveservicestook little Ezra and Symia,removing
the intravenouslinesthat deliveredtheir nutrients and drugs,
stopping the treatment cold. Dramatically-in what could be
interpreted as confirmation of MBP- the children (who did
havemitochondrial disease)nonethelessbeganto improve.
Yet it hadn't been Mannie who'd lobbied for all that medication, but someof the top doctorsin the world.
"It's so ironic," saysMannie Taimuty-Loomis,whose trial
took placeon 15separatedaysspreadovernine months,a period duringwhich shewas separatedfrom her kids. "Our children were the patients of 15doctors, and not one stoppedto
think that it could be the treatment, not the diseasethey had,
that was making them that sick."The court agreed,vindicating Mannie and Ron of any wrongdoing in 2OO5.
Also falselyaccusedwasTerri Reiser,aNorth Carolina artist,
whose 16-year-olddaughter,Mimi, is diagnosedwithLyme diseaseand is under a specialist'scare.Last year,Mimi was bullied
by local teenswho posted nude pictures online and falsely said
theywere photos of her. Frantic over the situation, shelanded
in the hospital,where shetold psychiatristsaboutthe Lyme dis86 Psychofogy Today September/October 2OO7

happenin life,but goodGod,dotheyhaveto traumatizepeoplelikethis?"
THE PERFECT STORM
H E R E I N T H E U . S . ,A W A R E N E S S O F M B P M A Y B E R I S I N G A L O N G

with antagonismbetween doctors and moms. "I have never
known a falsecasenot sparkedby conflict between a mother
and a doctor,"New Hampshire psychologistEric Mart states.
Schreier sayspowerless mothers are clamoringfor intimacywithdoctors.Buthecouldberecallinganerapast,
when doctors were emotionally present and generouswith their time.
Indeed,the impersonalnatureof modernmedicinedoesn'tseem
to support the Munchausenby proxy construct.Marching to
the drumbeat of managedcare,in fear of litigation, 2lst centurydoctors mayhavelittle interestin schmoozing.Theyare often
seenasdistant by the very patients they serve.
Mothers, too, havechanged.Bestdescribedby Judith Warner in her book PerfectMadness:Motherhood in theAge ofAnxiety, post-millennium moms are intense, omnipresent, and
highly involved. From findingthe perfect nursery school to
engineeringmarathon play dates,nothingescapestheir attention and no detail is too small.Taught independencebytheir
own feminist mothers,at home with their children by choice,
theseeducatedwomen aren't likely to defer to a doctor when
achild stayssick.The moremotherslearn,themoretheyaccess
the Internet, and the more intense and independent they
become,the more they will sparwith doctors-and the more
thev'll be at risk of beine labeleda Munchausenmom.

"Ifitwere the man demandinghelp,wantingtoknowmore
and wantingto be involved, no one would think anything of it
except,"Whatadad!"'saysMannie Taimuty-Loomis,nowexecutive director of the Jonah & the Whale Foundation."But when
amother displaysthe samecharacteristicsshe'sdeemeddifficult to work with, overly interested, and very controlling."
"Diseasesthat can'tbe fixed cancreateenormous
amounts
of anxietyi'adds Tracy Davenport,a University of Delaware
expert on the socialimpact of illness."Doctors want these
patients out of their office, while the patients are filled with
Ionelinessand despair-not becausethey want the doctor to
love them, but becausethey want the diseaseto go away."
Pennsylvaniapsychiatrist Virginia Sherr has a specialinterestin Lyrne disease,whose neurocognitives]rynptomscan seem
bizarre and vague.Shesaysshe'sseenfalseallegationstime and
againwhen amothertries to gethelp for achildwho's trulysick.
"Modern medicinetendsto trivialize women's
seeminglyoffbeat
concerns,and hurried physicianswho seekeasypanaceasdrasticallydevaluemothers'opinionsi' shestates.'TVorldwide,there
havebeenthousandsofvery sick children forcibly removedfr om
mothers becausethesewomen haveinsisted,quite knowingly,
thattheir children areill."
"We are seeinga conflict between doctors and patients
that
didn't existbefore," saysDavenport. "Mothers are increasingly
demandingconsumers.They are textingfriends by BlackBerry
and gettinginformation in minutes thattrumps what their doctors advise.Ratherthanidolizetheirdoctors,theyareaptto antagonizethem, leadingtomore misunderstandingandmore charges
ofMBPinyears ahead."
Mannie Taimuty-Loomis, meanwhile, thinks the next wave of allegationscould come from the rising
tide ofautismdiagnoses."I seeallthe
red flags,"she states."There is no
definitive diagnostictool, it is aspectrum disorder that has a wide confusing range,and parents are being
hit like ping-pongballswith differing opinions,treatments,and diagnostic titles. This is a toxic mixture
for accusationsof MBP."

explains the abuseroutinely labeled MBP. But that doesn't
stop some doctors from "dredging up motive to scapegoat
mothers when they don't have answers,"saysWitherspoon.
"Instead of diagnosing the child with a disease,they
diagnosethe parent with a crime. When mothers challengetheir
authority, doctors call it a pathology, one that's so broad it
fits everyone. For example, if the mother is too friendly, a
sign of Munchausen. If the mother is angry,a sign of Munchausen.There's no differential diagnosis.It's preposterous. It doesn't make logical sense."
Feldman attributes the confusion, in part, to invalid profiling. "There is no profile," he says."There has to be proof."
But there,toq problemsabound.Subjecttomisinterpretation,
tools like covert taping (usedto entrap Kelly Savage)and family
separation(the evidenceagainsttheTaimuty-Loomis family) can
Ieadtofalseallegations.Childrenwho sufferfromacidrefluxare
aprime example.They areoften treatedwith Reglan,a drugthat
cancauseseizuresand afullrangeofunusual sideeffects.Mothersareblamedfor the s1'rnptoms,and then separatedfromtheir
children. The treatment is stopped, and the children get well,
apparentlyconfirmingMBP.And sincemanyconditionsimprove
on their own overtime, the separationtestis an imperfect investigative tool.
In light of all this, even doctors convinced of MBp's reality
are pullingback. Feldmaninsiststhe syndrome exists,but says
"we'vegonetoo far.Thoseof us on the front linesmust
takeownership ofthe problem and admitwe'vebeen overzealous.Innocent mothers havebeen accused."Feldman is especially trou-

..I.F
THE MOTHERIS TOO FRIENDLY,
IT3 A SIGN OF MUNCHAUSEN. IF THE
MOTHER IS ANGRY,IT3 A SIGN
OF MUNCI{AUSEN. THERES XO
DIFFBRENTIAL DIAGNOSISJ'

bledbecausewhen vindictive doctorsmakefalsereports,they're
protected bythe law and consequencesarenil.
"WehavecreatedamonsterinourimaginationthatweprojIMAGINARY
MONSTERS
WHEN CHILDREN
SUFFER COMPLEX, OR CONTROVERSIAL,
ectonto certainmothers,"Pankratzsays."someofthesemothor confusing illnesses,when symptoms are amorphousor ershaveproblemsin the medical managementof their children
vag:ue,parents can be accused.The situation has been com- and need clinical help, but the exotic label has entangledthem
paredby SUNY StonyBrook philosophersDavidB.Allison and in a destructive web, seeminglywithout escape."
Mark S.Roberts,authors of DisorderedMother or Disordered
Eric Mart points to psychiatry asa field rife with discredited
Diagnosis?,tothewitch trials, in which thousandswere killed theories-for instancethe ideathat "refrigerator mothers" crearound the world. As with MBP, the women were perceived as ate autistic kids. When studiesare done,such conceptsare relabrasiveand paida heavyprice.
egatedto the dustbin of science,and MBP standspoisedto end
The intellectual dilemma here, saysKirk Witherspoon, there,too, he states."I'm not sayingthe abusedoesn'thappen,"
an Illinois psychologiststudying the issue,is that two unre- Mart emphasizes."I'm just sayingthetheorybehind the synlatedelementshavebeenmixed.Oneofthemis motive,which drome doesn'tholdup."
"Why call it Munchausen," asksKirk Witherspoon, "when
is a cause.The other is abuse,which is a result. There'sno
proof that the theorized motive-a need for attentionyou canjust call it abuseor murder." pr
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